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Pieces of the Solutions Puzzle 

 Continuing to understand the extent of the problem 
 Monitoring  

 Computer Model Update of the Basin 

 

 Demand Management - What additional strategies may 
be necessary 
 Conservation Management 

 

 Supply Management – Evaluating the options and 
combinations of physical solutions to help stabilize 
levels in the future 
 Feasibility Studies/IRWM Efforts 

 



The Extent of the Problem 

 Composite 

Hydrographs per 

Basin Sub-area 

 

 Computer Model 

Update 



Hydrographs 

 Basin Management Objective 

 Maintain or stabilize levels so that they remain within 

historical range 

 Estrella, Shandon, Creston Subareas 

 Of greater concern 

 Atascadero Subbasin, San Juan Subarea 

 Of less concern 

 North Gabilan, South Gabilan, Bradley Subareas 

 Lack of historical data 
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Shandon 

Subarea 



San Juan 
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Computer Model Update 

 Contract Awarded Late 2012 

 Update data 

 Revisit hydrogeology 

 Integrate watershed behavior 

 Simulation of current situation and future scenarios 

 $50,000 in Grant Funding 

 Water Balance Approach – Late May 2013 

 Model Updated - Fall 2013 

 



Demand Management 

 Yield estimated 
at 97,700 afy 

 Pumping at or 
exceeding safe 
yield 

 Well levels in 
specific areas are 
declining up to 
and in excess of 
100’ 



Resource Capacity Study 

 Level of Severity III certified February 2011  
 Atascadero Sub-basin – Level of Severity I 

 

 Water Conservation Ordinance (9/25/12) 
 Requires large land uses to offset new water use 

 Prohibits the creation of new parcels in the basin 

 Requires changes to the County General Plan to be water 
neutral 

 Does not affect communities, new well drilling, single family 
homes 

 

“. . . agricultural processing uses shall be subject to project 
specific land use and/or water conservation mitigation 

measures required by the review authority based on 
environmental review.”  



Groundwater Management Plan 

 Adopted March 27, 2012 

 Board of Supervisors Direction 

 “Blue Ribbon” Steering Committee Formation 

 

 “The Steering Committee will coordinate with 
stakeholders to implement the Groundwater 

Management Plan to ensure the health of 
the basin”  



Steering Committee 

Accomplishments 

 

 Brochure 

 

 Website 

ourwaterbasin.org 



Steering Committee 

Accomplishments 

 List of property owners 

 Member outreach 

 County evaluation 

 The Result:   

24 new volunteers! 



Steering Committee 

Accomplishments 

 List of solutions 

 Ranking methodology 



12/18/12 Board Direction 

 

 

“. . . directs staff to come back within 4 

months with a prioritized list of 

recommendations to stabilize the Paso 

Robles Groundwater Basin.”  

 

May 7, 2013 



Current Efforts

Voluntary

Incentive Based

Limiting Demand to 

Perennial Yield

Ordinances and 

Governance 

Structures

When is it appropriate to consider this 

option?

Expansion of current 

infrastructure

Nacimiento Water 

Injection

Salinas Reservoir Direct Deliveries

Recharge 

Basin &

Watershed 
Exchanges

Banking Programs

State Water Project Wheeling

New Off / On-Stream 

Storage

Direct Deliveries

Wastewater Facilities

Recharge 

Onsite Systems

Injection

MechanismsAlternativesStrategy

Recycled Water

Implementation of 

BMPs/BATs

Supplemental 

Water

Demand 

Management

  When to move beyond volunteering?

Describe alternatives

Determine measurable benefit

Review existing information and 

studies

Address costs, constraints, issues

Integrated Regional Water Management 

Regional Recycled Water Planning

Salt and Nutrient Management Planning

Low Impact Development

Steering 

Committee

Already 

Proceeding

Priority for Next 

Efforts



Feasibility Studies RFP Approach 

 Evaluating State Water 

 Constraints/Reliability/Environmental 

 Financial/Infrastructure options 

 Contractual Requirements to Implement 

 Salinas River Corridor Water Availability 
Analysis 

 Hydrological, Water Rights, Infrastructure Options 

 Relationship to the Basin Model 

 Environmental 

 



Next Steps 

 May 7th Board of Supervisors Meeting 

  

 Staff Recommendation  

State Water/Salinas River Watershed & Reservoir 

 

 Steering Committee Recommendation 

Management Structure 



Questions? 

 

Next Blue Ribbon Steering Committee Meeting: 

 

May 16, 2013,  2:00 p.m. 

Paso Robles City Public Safety Bldg 

900 Park Street 

 

pasobasincommittee@gmail.com 

Paso Robles Groundwater Basin 
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